August Movies
August 29: The Bookshop
Set in the late 1950s, the film opens with an explanatory
voice-over narration. Florence Green, a widow, has decided
to open a bookshop in the small coastal town of
Hardborough, Suffolk, acquiring as her premises the Old
House, a damp and abandoned property that has been
standing empty for many years. After refurbishing it and
moving in, she learns that Violet Gamart, an influential and
ambitious local resident, had privately earmarked the Old
House for her own pet project, a local arts centre - a project
that she has no intention of dropping even though the
property is no longer empty. Aided by several of the
townspeople Mrs Gamart attempts to get Florence evicted,
and the shop closed down.
Running Time 112 minutes

August 15: The Front Runner
Gary Hart, a U.S. Senator from Colorado, is the widely
accepted frontrunner in the race for the 1988 Democratic
presidential nomination. After losing the 1984 nomination to
former Vice President Walter Mondale, Hart decides to run
for President of the United States. At one point during his
campaign, against the will of his manager Bill Dixon, Hart
challenges the press and public to "follow him around" while
he’s not campaigning on weekends. This proves to be a
mistake when in 1987, photos of him and journalist Donna
Rice are published by reporters from The Miami Herald. In a
desperate attempt to clear his name, Hart tries to fix his
reputation at a news event concerning the affair but to no
avail.
Because of the consequences of his actions, Hart is
disgraced, berated by Dixon, and forced to drop out of the
campaign while his wife Oletha remains to be close with
him. Donna also announces that she has personally denied
sleeping with the now-former Senator.
Running Time 113 minutes

August 1: Isn’t it Romantic?
In Australia, during the early 1990s, a young Natalie
watches the romantic comedy Pretty Woman, during which
her alcoholic mother crushes her spirit and enthusiasm by
telling her that women like them do not get happy endings in
real life. Twenty-five years later, Natalie is working as an
architect in New York City. She has low self-esteem and is
treated as a pushover by her colleagues and a new client
named Blake, a handsome billionaire, who mistakes her for
an assistant during a key meeting. She rebuffs her best
friend Josh after he invites her to a karaoke bar and
chastises her friend and assistant, Whitney (after catching
her watching the romantic comedy The Wedding Singer in
the office), cynically ranting about romantic comedies and
their clichés.
Running time 89 minutes

Book Club: August 16
Mennonite in a Little Black Dress by Rhoda Janzen
A hilarious and moving memoir—in the spirit of Anne Lamott
and Nora Ephron—about a woman who returns home to her
close-knit Mennonite family after a personal crisis
Not long after Rhoda Janzen turned forty, her world turned
upside down. It was bad enough that her brilliant husband of
fifteen years left her for Bob, a guy he met on Gay.com, but
that same week a car accident left her with serious injuries.
What was a gal to do? Rhoda packed her bags and went
home. This wasn’t just any home, though. This was a
Mennonite home. While Rhoda had long ventured out on
her own spiritual path, the conservative community
welcomed her back with open arms and offbeat advice.
(Rhoda’s good-natured mother suggested she date her first
cousin—he owned a tractor, see.) It is in this safe place that
Rhoda can come to terms with her failed marriage; her
desire, as a young woman, to leave her sheltered world
behind; and the choices that both freed and entrapped her.

